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Gordonsville Elementary

Tiger’s Den: 

Tiger’s Den is currently beginning a 
robotics camp. Students will have hands 
on experience with building small robots. 
They will learn scientific principles as 
they build over 40 robots including a Line 
Tracer, Avoider, Battle Robot, Soccer 
Robot, and more. The step-by-step 
curriculum will lead them through 12 
weeks of instruction in the engineering 
process. During that time, a 
representative from DANA will present a 
program to the students demonstrating the 
use of robotics in the local factory. The 
students will also be working on 
homework, skills development, fitness, 
and technology. Kristen Sanders from the 
Fitness Center will be doing a program 
involving fitness and nutrition. In March, 
Tiger’s Den will have a parent 
involvement.

 Art:  

The Empty Bowls Project is a service 
opportunity where artists and community 
members work together to raise money 
for local hunger relief efforts by creating 
clay bowls and sharing in a delicious 
meal.   Parents, students, and community 
members  are welcomed to join in the fun 
as we help raise funds for the food bank 
of the Smith County Help Center. Feb 20, 
clay workshops were held  in the GHS 
Art Room for participants to  create their 
own handmade bowls. March 12, a soup 
supper will be held in the GHS cafeteria 
and participants can pick up their 
creations. This event is sponsored by the 
Gordonsville High School FCCLA, Art 
Club, and SADD Club.  If you are 
interested in participating, contact Jenny 
Penuel for information on remaining 
workshop seats or to reserve your place at  
the dinner. fordj6@smithcoedu.net
     

GES Library News

Grades 2nd - 6th are getting caught up on 
their reading logs and anticipating their 
rewards day in May.  Adjustments were 
made for the snow days and most 
students are finishing their requirements 
for February.  
New books will soon arrive in the library 
with the $600 given by PTO through our 
Tiger Tracks.  Hopefully all students 
can enjoy the new books.  Previously this 
year, new books were purchased through 
the Book Fair.

Computer Lab News

Students are continuing to review 
language arts and math skills each week 
during computer lab.  This extra review 
will help for the TN Ready test. 

Principal:  Mrs. Angel Williams! ! ! ! ! !

Assistant Principal:  Mr. Shane Vaden                                                                  February 2016

                  Dates to Remember:
February 
       
       24.............Blood Drive 1:00-6:00
    
 March 
  1.............No School for Students
  7............TNReady Math Grades 3-6
          8............TNReady ELA Grades 3-6
          9............TNReady SS Grades 3-6
         10-11......TNReady Make-up Test 
 14...........9 weeks ends
         22...........Report Cards  
         24...........2nd -3rd Ag Day
 
Spring Break:
March 25-April 4
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PreK:

We have been learning about shapes and have 
been cutting them out with scissors. The 
children also have been writing their first and 
last name and learning their birthdays. Pre-k 
has also been practicing rhyming words and 
how to make new rhyming words. We 
enjoyed having the Paint Pail come and paint 
hearts for Valentine’s Day. 

Kindergarten: 

Kindergarten is working on the main topic 
and story details in reading.  We are learning 
to read more sight words.  We are writing in 
journals weekly and working on our writing 
conventions. In math, we are comparing 
numbers (greater than, less than, or equal to).  
We are also describing and comparing 
measurable attributes of items (longer, 
shorter, taller, heavier, lighter, etc.). 

 For Dental Health Week, we received a new 
toothbrush and coloring book.  We recently 
celebrated the 100th day of school!  We did 
many fun activities throughout the day that 
involved the number 100.  The students were 
very excited!

First Grade:  

   We are reading stories and learning about 
how animals work together to survive in their 
habitats.  The students will be picking their 
own animal and writing to inform their 
audience about various details concerning the 
animal of their choosing.  They will present 
their report to their peers.  

Second Grade: 

 The second graders enjoyed our snow days 
and building snowmen, but are ready to settle 
down and get back to learning.  We are 
looking forward to the arrival of spring.  
Students are continuing to read to accumulate 
AR points with many students reaching their 
goal for January and February.  In math, we 
are learning to regroup when adding and 
subtracting and will soon move to geometric 
shapes and measurement.  We said goodbye to 
Mrs. Cindy Dowell, but several new students 
have joined our second grade since Christmas.  
We want to welcome them to Gordonsville 
Elementary.

 Third Grade: 

This month we will continue our reading units 
as well as focus on writing.  We will be 
writing various types of essays in class and 
exposing students to a variety of writing 
forms. Please continue to read with your child 
each night. I am very proud of the progress 
the students are making in reading as well as 
writing. Mrs. Amanda

Fourth Grade:  

Fourth grade is working hard to practice for 
the upcoming state ELA writing assessment. 
Students were given a research project in 
which they used internet websites to research 
either Nelson Mandela or Martin Luther King.  
They chose which man they wanted to write 
about, and they began the process of writing a 
biography on that person.  Additionally, 
students were required to type their essay 
during computer lab after they had written 
and edited their work.  Who knows? I may 
have the next best-selling author sitting in my 
classroom!

Students have begun receiving homework 
packets in Mrs. Griffin's math classes. Packets 
are handed out on Monday and are due on 
Friday. The math packets are practice of the 
four basic operations of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division. Please make sure 
your child is completing the packet each 
week. TNReady assesses the fluency skills of 
addition and subtraction with regrouping in 
4th grade. This packet is a great way to 
review those skills. 

Fifth Grade: 

We have been working hard on fractions for 
several weeks now, and students should be 
getting a better understanding of them.  We 
are also preparing to take the first part of the 
new TN Ready Math test.  Part 2 of this 
new assessment will be given closer to the 
end of the school year. 

The 5th grade Science students used the GHS 
football field to represent the solar system.  
Using one inch to equal 1,000,000 miles the 
students were able to map the entire solar 
system on the field. One goal post was used to 
represent the Sun.  Students were surprised to 
find that all 4 inner planets almost fit in the 
first 10 yards of the field. Pluto,a dwarf 
planet,was over 305 feet away in the opposite 
end zone.  Students said this activity helped 
them realize just how far planets were from 
each other and why space travel to other 
planets is so difficult.

Students in 5th grade Social Studies classes 
have been studying World War 1. We have 
spent several days going over the 
contributions of Tennessean, Alvin C. York.

Sixth Grade: 

We have been studying the MLK speech 
paragraph by paragraph.  Students are 
analyzing the major themes of the speech.  
Why is it a great speech?  How does  MLK 

use allusion and metaphor to convey his 
points. They are also writing in response to 
prompts based upon the topics discussed.  
They will further be researching the 1963 
inaugural address by Alabama Gov. Wallace 
and the topics of "interposition" and 
"nullification" that was mentioned by Dr. 
King.  They will examine examples of police 
brutality referred to in the speech.

5th and 6th Grade Honor Club Students:

Honor Club requirements: Students make 
the honor roll (92.5 average or above) for two 
consecutive nine weeks. Once in the honor 
club, students maintain a 90 or above average.

5th grade Honor Club students:
Drew Agee, Matthew Albritton, Makensie 
Barrett, Olivia Brown, Ivy Grace Burgess, 
Lycity Burton, Kaylie Butler, Courtney 
Dillard, Dalton Dillard, Lilli Dillard, Will 
Dudney, Connor Glover, Olivia Harpe, Addie 
Hawkins, Hailey Hawthorne, Kailey 
Hawthorne, Gavin Huddleston, Abby Malone, 
Allie Manning, Macy Turner, Andrew 
Williams.

6th grade Honor Club students:
 Benjamin Close, Averie Crawford, Levi 
Croslin, Treyson Davis, David Driver, Dre 
Eastes, Jordan Gentry, Violet Gillilan, Cole 
Henry, Blake Hines, Joy Beth Hunt, Madison 
Hutchinson, Sierra Kreegel, Lily Manor, 
Audrey Mcclanahan, Gage Pitt, Brooklyn 
Stewart, Brant Turner, Caiti Vaden, Cassi 
Vaden, Evan Wagner, Audrey Young

Title I: 

 If there are any special accommodations we 
can help parents with before any program or 
meeting, please call Lesa Manning in advance 
at (615) 683-8252. 

Visit our Title I website:

www.gestitle1.wordpress.com.  

You will find links to our school report card,  
parent involvement plan, and the school 
improvement plan.
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